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outgrowth of the political correctness movement was the passing of speech codes on 
college campuses that ban speech that might be offensive to women or ethnic and other 
minorities. Critics of speech codes, and of political correctness in general, argue that such 
practices unfairly repress free speech, which should flourish on, of all places, college 

campuses. In 1989 and 1991, federal district court judges 
agreed, finding speech codes on two campuses, the University 
of Michigan and the University of Wisconsin, in violation of 
students’ First Amendment rights.52 Neither school appealed. 
The Supreme Court spoke on a related issue in 1992 when it 
struck down a Minnesota “hate crime law.” The Court held 
that it is unconstitutional to outlaw broad categories of speech 
based on its content. The prohibition against activities that 

“arouse anger, alarm or resentment in others on the basis of race, color, creed, religion or 
gender” was too sweeping and thus unconstitutional.53

Bill Maher

Bill Maher has made a career out of mocking the emperor’s anatomy,  
while most of us are still oohing and aahing over the splendor of his new 
clothes. As the controversial host of HBO’s Real Time With Bill Maher (and 
before that, of Comedy Central’s Politically Incorrect), Maher has not shied  
away from making statements that might shock or offend audiences.  
Usually the First Amendment saves his bacon. We spoke with Maher 
on May 9, 2005. Here’s some of what he had to say. 

On patriotism:

[I]t means being loyal to your country above other countries. 
And I am. . . . [But] it has to be put in context and also it has to be put side by side with a greater 
humanity. . . . Americans who say, “This is the greatest country in the world,” without having any clue what 
goes on in any other countries, are just pulling it out of nowhere. There are many things that I’m proud of in this 
country. I’m proud of how my parents and other people stopped fascism and communism. I’m certainly proud 
of what we started in 1776. It was a new dawn of freedom and liberty in the world. But I’m not proud of slavery. 
I’m not proud of the genocide of the Indians. I’m not proud of much of what goes on today. So I still believe in the 
promise of America, but most of America looks at itself through rose-colored glasses. And that’s not healthy.

On keeping the republic:

Take it upon [yourself] to learn the basics. . . . [K]ids need . . . to learn history. Because kids say to me all the 
time when I say something from history: “How should I  know about that? I wasn’t born.” Oh, really? So nothing 
happened before you were born? . . . Kids need to learn history so they can put themselves in the proper place, 
which is of great insignificance. . . . The problem with kids today is not too little self-esteem, it’s too much. And 
history, I think, learning a big picture, is very important in that.

Profiles in Citizenship: How to Keep the Republic
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Thinking Outside the Box

How much free speech do we need 
on our college campuses?


